Together We Build, Part I
Building God’s Ministry

Nehemiah 1:1-3

Introduction:  Nehemiah is all about building God’s work.  Nehemiah 1:1-3 sets the context for the rest of the book.  There are four uplifting, narrative truths that speak to us today.
Although people are dead, their lives still speak.  Nehemiah 1:1 “The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. And it came to pass in the month Chisleu, in the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the palace,”
(Hebrews 11:2)
God will use ordinary people in extraordinary ways when they are wholly surrendered to God’s purposes.  Nehemiah 2:20 “Then answered I them, and said unto them, The God of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his servants will arise and build: . . .”
(Romans 12:2)
Zerubbabel – Built the temple – represents “public worship”

Ezra – Built the people – represents “personal wills”

Nehemiah – Built the barriers – represents “private walls”
Kingdom was established.
God is in the business of building and restoring.  Nehemiah 4:6 “So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof: for the people had a mind to work.”
(Hebrews 3:4)
Four areas to build

Application
Z – Built the temple
Church (Ephesians 2:20-21)
E – Built the people
Lives (I Corinthians 3:10)
N – Built the barriers
Families (Galatians 6:10)
Kingdom was established
Disciples (Acts 20:32)
What God starts, He will finish.  Nehemiah 6:15 “So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and two days.”

(Philippians 1:6)
Closing:  There is still room for modern-day Nehemiahs.

