God’s Purpose for My Suffering

TEXT:  1 Peter 4:1-19

I.  Suffering is good for the Christian’s purity (vv. 1-6).


Here are some things that suffering does for you as a believer:


A.  It identifies you with Jesus Christ (v. 1).


B.  It reminds you that your life is short (vv. 2-3).


C.  It shows you that God’s judgment is coming (vv. 4-6).

II.  Suffering is good for the Church’s fellowship (vv. 7-11).


A.  We need to be sober minded in these last days (v. 7).


B.  We need to care for each other (vv. 8-10).


C.  We need to minister our gifts even in suffering (v. 11).

III.  Suffering is good for Christ’s glory (vv. 12-19).


A.  Know that trials are coming (v. 12).


B.  Rejoice and be glad in your trials (vv. 13-14).


C.  There is no shame in suffering for Christ (vv. 15-16).


D.  Endure and learn from your trials (vv. 17-18).


E.  In your trials, commit yourself to God (v. 19).

